
2021-2022 JOHN MUIR
PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICY

I. Statement of Purpose
John Muir Elementary School is committed to the goal of providing a quality standards-based education for
every child. Towards this end, we will continue to establish partnerships with parents and the community to
encourage greater involvement and engagement to promote high achievement by all children. Parents’ support
for their children and for the school is critical to their children’s success. Grade level standards in all subjects
are available online at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc or by request to all parents at the beginning of the year with
the expectation that all students will work toward meeting these standards. These standards are explained and
discussed at Back to School Night in the beginning of the year. John Muir Elementary School encourages and
enables all parents to participate in all aspects of the Schoolwide program in compliance with legal requirements
(PL 100-297), Section 1118 Parental Involvement and in accordance with District policy.

II. Parental Involvement and Engagement  in Developing the Policy
The John Muir Parent and Family Engagement Policy was updated by a committee of 3 parents, 3 teachers, the
teacher specialist, and the principal in conjunction with the Teacher/ Parent /Student Compact (3-Way Pledge).
Parental input was also elicited through parent surveys conducted as part of our needs assessment process for
development of the Schoolwide Title I Project Plan. Annually, the draft of the Teacher/Parent/Student Compact
is presented to the School Site Council during School Site Council Meetings and School Plan working sessions
for their input and approval. The Parent and Family Engagement Policy is reviewed annually by the SSC
members, revised and updated as needed.  The last revision took place in August, 2019.

III. Annual Meeting for John Muir Parents
At the annual parent meeting held in conjunction with the School Site Council meeting, parents are given
information relating to all aspects of the Schoolwide program, including its design, implementation, and
evaluation. Parents receive copies of the school’s current Teacher/ Parent /Student Compact at the beginning of
the school year and are updated at District and School Site Council meetings. Oral translations in Spanish and
Armenian, as well as written translations of materials, are made available. All parents in the school are sent
written notices about meetings (English, Spanish, and Armenian) and schoolwide events and activities. The
marquee in front of the school also highlights parent meetings and events as well as the John Muir website;
www.johnmuirelementary.net., and school social media platforms.

IV. Teacher/ Parent /Student Compact
According to the Coordinated Compliance Review regulations, each school must share with parents the
responsibility for improved student achievement and how the school and parents will build and develop a
partnership to help children achieve the state’s high standards. Parents on the School Site Council, described
above, were involved in designing this compact which (1) describes the school’s commitment to provide
high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive learning environment, (2) describes the parents’
responsibility and the importance of communication between parents and teachers on an ongoing basis, and (3)
describes the students’ responsibility for their own learning. This compact is referred to as the
Teacher/Parent/Student Compact. It is explained and discussed at Back to School Night in the first month of
school and is distributed and signed by parents, students and teachers. The compact is sent home to those
parents not in attendance on Back to School Night. A copy of each child’s signed compact is maintained at the
school site and at home. The last revision of the Teacher/ Parent /Student Compact was conducted in May, 2020.

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc
http://www.johnmuirelementary.net


V. Types of Parental Engagement
There are many ways in which parents are expected to be involved with their children’s education both at home,
at school, and in the community. In order to help parents fulfill their responsibility, we at John Muir will help
parents develop parenting skills and foster conditions at home that supports children’s effort in learning. We
will provide parents with techniques designed to assist children in learning at home and provide access to and
coordinate community and support services for children and families. We will promote clear, two-way
communication between the school and the family regarding school programs and children’s progress. We will
do our best to involve parents, offer appropriate training, in instructional and support roles at the school as well
as support parents as decision-makers and develop their leadership, governance, advisory, and advocacy roles.
At John Muir, these are the current parent involvement and engagement opportunities:

● Beginning of the Year Parent Orientation Meetings
● John Muir School Site Council
● Site Title 1 meeting
● John Muir English Language Advisory Committee
● District LCAP Meetings
● Peachjar Flyers
● District World Language Advisory Committee Meetings
● District English Language Advisory Committee
● District GATE meetings
● Parent Education Classes
● Parent-Teacher Conferences
● Parent Communications in Thursday Folders – Translated in Spanish and Armenian
● Parent Classroom Volunteers – Applications/Information available in office
● Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Meetings and Events
● Muir Foundation meetings
● Parent Informational meetings
● School Event Volunteer Opportunities

VI. Matching Programs to the Needs of Our Community
Each year the parents and children are surveyed and the schoolwide program is planned to meet identified
needs. Parents are notified of workshops and other programs, and the importance of their responsibility to
attend is emphasized through flyers, marquee messages, the website, phone calls, social media school platforms,
and School Site Council meetings.

VII. Staff-Parent Communication
Communication with parents include notices sent in weekly Thursday Folders, the Parent Handbook, marquee
messages, automatic phone calling and email system (Blackboard), the Muir website, social media school
platforms (Instagram, Seesaw (TK-2nd), Google Classroom (3rd-6th)), Peachjar Flyers, parent/teacher email,
informal notes, phone conversations, Zoom meetings during office hours, and home visits. All school wide
communications are provided in English, Armenian, and Spanish.

VIII. Evaluation
The School Site Council will be involved in the process of school review and improvement, and discuss the
amount of parental involvement and engagement and how parents can continue to be recruited. Programs will
be eliminated, revised, or created as needed to continue our commitment to promoting parent engagement in all
aspects of our students’ education.



John Muir Elementary School is committed to parental involvement and engagement. The Parent and Family
Engagement Policy will be coordinated by the Categorical Teacher Specialist, the school principal and the
School Site Council members and will continue to be promoted by all school staff.
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